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At a meeting of the Cumberland County Board of Supervisors held at 
6:00 p.m. on the 11th day of February 2020, at the Cumberland County Circuit 
Court Room: 

 
 
Present:  Brian Stanley, District 1, Chairman 
   Ron Tavernier, District 2 
   Eurika Tyree, District 3, Vice-Chairman 
   Gene Brooks, District 4 
   Robert Saunders, Jr., District 5 

Don Unmussig, County Administrator  
   Jennifer Crews, Finance Director 

Brian Butler, County Attorney 
Stephany Johnson, Deputy Clerk 

  
Absent:  None 
  

 
1. Call	to	Order	

	
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2. Roll	Call	
	
Deputy Clerk, Stephany Johnson, called the roll. 
 

3. Adjourn	into	Closed	Meeting	
 

On a motion by Supervisor Tyree, seconded by Supervisor 
Tavernier and carried, the Board entered into closed meeting 
pursuant to the Virginia Code Section set forth below to discuss 
the subject identified: 
 
 Pursuant to VA Code § 2.2-3711.A.5: Discussion concerning a 

prospective business where no previous announcement has 
been made; 
Subject: Development and occupancy of the Cumberland 
Business Park 
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4. Reconvene	in	Open	Meeting	
 

The Board returned to regular meeting on a motion by 
Supervisor Tyree, seconded by Supervisor Saunders and carried by 
the following vote: 
 
    Mr. Stanley - aye 
   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
   Mr. Tyree – aye 
   Mr. Brooks - aye 
   Mr. Saunders - aye 
  

  That the following Certification of a Closed Meeting be 
adopted in accordance with The Virginia Freedom of Information 
Act: 

  
  WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Cumberland County 

has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an 
affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of 
The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and  

  
  WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires 

a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was 
conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

  
  NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED that the Board of 

Supervisors of Cumberland County hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business 
matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by 
Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this 
certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business 
matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed 
meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board of 
Supervisors of Cumberland County. 

 
5. Recess	until	7:00	p.m.	

 
On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier and carried, the Board 

recessed the meeting until 7:00 p.m.: 
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Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
6. Welcome	and	Pledge	of	Allegiance	

	
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Chairman. 

 
7. Approval	of	Agenda	

	
On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier and seconded by 

Supervisors Saunders, the Board amended the agenda to include 
Ms. Barbara Gamage, Cumberland Historic Society: 

 
Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Brooks and seconded by 
Supervisor Tyree, the Board approved the agenda as amended: 

 
Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 

8. Action	on	Closed	Session	Items	
 
There was no action taken. 

 
9. State	and	Local	Department/Agencies	

 
a. Ms. Barbara Gamage, Cumberland Historic Society and 

Cumberland Museum Board	
	

Ms. Barbara Gamage provided the Board with 
information regarding the Cumberland Visitor’s Center and 
Museum in the Old Clerk’s Office and invited the Board to 
stop by. 
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b. Dr. Amy Griffin, Superintendent of Cumberland County 
Public Schools 
 

The following is a summary of the report given by Dr. 
Griffin: 

 
 February is School Board appreciation month 
 The Virginia Opera will perform at the Cumberland 

Elementary School on February 20th at 7pm 
 Three band students made All District Band 
 The Track Team will now offer Pole Vaulting 

 
c. VDOT 

 
Steve Snell, Assistant Residency Engineer, thanked the 

Board for their time during the work session to discuss the 
secondary Six Year Plan.  This will be up for public hearing 
in March.  Mr. Snell states that he has initiated a speed study 
for a section of Route 60 from the Courthouse Area to 
Southworth past Route 13 as requested by the Board.  
 

d. Cumberland Public Library 
 

  Mrs. Lisa Davis, Library Director, informed those in 
attendance that the list of events for February and March 
were located in the back of the courtroom for those 
interested.  She also stated that the Library recently 
received fifteen Dell laptops from The Star Program at the 
Cumberland Middle School.  
 

10. Public	Hearing	Notices/Set	Public	Hearings	
	

a. Set a public hearing for VDOT Secondary Six Year Plan for 
March 10, 2020 

 
On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier, and seconded 

by Supervisor Saunders, the Board set a public hearing for 
the VDOT Secondary Six Year Plan for 2020-2025 for March 
10, 2020: 
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Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
11. Public	Hearings	

	
a. Lease of County Property located at 47 Community Center 

Drive with the Cumberland Clothes Closet 

The Chairman opened the public hearing.  With no 
citizens signed up to speak, the Chairman then closed the 
public hearing. 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier and seconded 
by Supervisor Tyree, the Board approved a lease with the 
Cumberland Clothes Closet for a five-year term beginning 
January 1, 2020 and expiring on December 31, 2024, with 
an annual rent payment of $1: 

 
Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 

b. Lease of County Property located at 63 Community Center 
Drive with James River Therapeutics Services 

The Chairman opened the public hearing.  With no 
citizens signed up to speak, the Chairman then closed the 
public hearing. 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Tyree and seconded by 
Supervisor Tavernier, the Board approved a lease with 
James River Therapeutics for a five-year term beginning 
January 1, 2020 and expiring on December 31, 2024, with a 
monthly rent payment of $200.00: 
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Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 
 

c. Lease of County Property located at 139 Community Center 
Drive with Bear Creek Academy 

The Chairman opened the public hearing.  With no 
citizens signed up to speak, the Chairman then closed the 
public hearing. 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Brooks and seconded by 
Supervisor Saunders, the Board approved a lease with Bear 
Creek Academy for a five-year term beginning January 1, 
2020 and expiring on December 31, 2024, with a monthly 
rent payment of $1,200.00: 

 
Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 

d. Lease of County Property located at 51 Community Center 
Drive with the Cumberland Christmas Mother 

Stephany Johnson, Deputy Clerk, informed the Board 
that no hearing nor Board action was needed.  The 
Cumberland Department of Social Services will amend their 
existing lease to incorporate the room currently occupied 
by the Cumberland Clothes Closet since this is a Special 
Welfare Program.  The amendment to the Social Services 
lease will be brought before the Board at their next regular 
meeting on March 10, 2020. 

 
e. CUP 20-01 Calvary Battlefield Estates 

The Chairman opened the public hearing.  With no 
citizens signed up to speak, the Chairman then closed the 
public hearing. 
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On a motion by Supervisor Brooks and seconded by 

Supervisor Saunders, the Board approved CUP 20-01 
Calvary Battlefield Estates with the following conditions: 

 
1. Building, septic, well, and electrical: The applicant must comply with all 

federal, state, and local regulations pertaining to applicable building codes 
and private water, sewer, and electricity. The applicant must provide a 
written letter from the Cumberland County Health Department indicating 
compliance with their codes for the facility.   

 
2. Compliance with plan required: The applicant provided plan must be the 

guiding plan for the location of the road, tiny homes, and buffers. 
 

3. Tiny Home design:  Homes must be of a similar design and appearance as the 
picture provided by the applicant as a part of the application. 
 

4. Community safety: If any law enforcement is required to respond to restore 
order to those on the property more than two (2) times in a thirty (30) day 
period, the conditional use permit shall be reviewed by the Board of 
Supervisors and may be revoked at the Board’s discretion.   

 
5. Refuse disposal: A dumpster must be provided for trash disposal and 

emptied no less than once per month or when full. 
 

6. Noise control: Noise will be restricted between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 
5:30 a.m. daily. The noise and sounds levels controls must be at zero (0) 
decibels at all property lines and at conversation levels on the property so as 
not to disturb other temporarily housed individuals or adjacent properties.  
 

7. Continuous occupancy by the same person for more than fourteen (14) days 
in any thirty (30) day period or more than six (6) months in any twelve (12) 
month period will be prohibited, except that one permanent residence may 
be permitted for the complex owner or manager. 

 
Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 

12. County	Attorney/County	Administrator	Report	
	
a. Consent Agenda 
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1) Approval of Bills for January 2020 and February 2020.  
Approved bills for February 11, 2020 total $ 
94,430.27.  Ratified bills for January 15, 2020 through 
February 10, 2020 of warrants total $488,151.80, 
Direct Deposits total $164,644.80, all with check 
numbers ranging from 81479-81737.   

2) Approval of Minutes – January 13, 2020 and January 
14, 2020  

 
On a motion by Supervisor Saunders and 

seconded by Supervisor Tavernier, the Board 
approved the consent agenda as presented: 
 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 

b. Appointments to the South-Central Workforce Development 
Board 
 

The Board tabled action on this item until the next 
regular meeting of the Board to be held on March 10, 2020. 

 
c. Appointment to STEPS 

 
On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier and seconded 

by Supervisor Tyree, the Board appointed Jerry Seal to 
STEPS: 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
d. Appointment to Piedmont Senior Resources Board 

 
On a motion by Supervisor Tyree and seconded by 

Supervisor Tavernier, the Board appointed Jessica Ownby 
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to the Piedmont Senior Resources Board for a three-year 
term: 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
Since two appointments were needed, this item will 

be brought back before the Board at their next regular 
meeting on March 10, 2020. 

 
e. Appointment to Cumberland County Library Board of 

Trustees 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier and seconded 
by Supervisor Brooks, the Board appointed Supervisor 
Tyree as an ex-officio member to the Cumberland Library 
Board of Trustees: 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
f. Appointment to Piedmont Court Services 

 
On a motion by Supervisor Tyree and seconded by 

Supervisor Brooks, the Board appointed Supervisor 
Saunders to the Piedmont Court Services Board: 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 

13. Finance	Director’s	Report	
 

a. Monthly budget Report 
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There was no discussion regarding this item. 
 

14. Planning	Director’s	Report	
 

a. Planning Project Update 
 
 There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 
b. County	Attorney’s	Report	

	
There was nothing to report. 

	
c. Old	Business	

 
N/A 
 

d. New	Business	
	

The Chairman reminded those in attendance that there is a 
vacancy on the Economic Development Authority and encouraged 
citizens to submit an application for this appointment, and the 
successful applicant should have a business background.  The 
Chairman stated that he received communication from a resident 
requesting the Board host DEQ information sessions regarding 
landfills, and he provided a listing of information from the DEQ 
website for those in attendance. 

 
e. Public	Comments	

	
Mrs. Barbara Daniels, Director of the Cumberland Clothes 

Closet stated that she intended to speak during the public hearing, 
but inadvertently signed the wrong sign-in sheet.  She provided 
the Board with information regarding the services and assistance 
they provide to the residents in the county and asked for more 
space. 

 
Ms. Paula Duncan, a Powhatan resident, discussed the Green 

Ridge Project and challenged the Board to review the Host 
Community Agreement, especially the ability of the Board to 
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renegotiate.  Ms. Mary Washington concurred with Ms. Duncan’s 
comments.  Mr. Jim Carver, a Powhatan resident, stated that 
Powhatan County opposes the Green Ridge Project, and that the 
previous Board of Supervisors something about neglect 

 
Ms. Gina Martin stated that the Board views Green Ridge as 

a magic bullet, but these companies promise money that will 
never show up.  Mrs. Barbara Speas stated that Route 60 cannot 
handle the traffic expected from the Green Ridge Project.  Mr. 
Patrick McSweeney, Attorney for Cumberland Citizens Landfill 
Alert, states that all liners fail, the Green Ridge Project is located 
in a seismic zone, and that the ground water in the vicinity of the 
project ahs a 100% susceptibility to contamination. 

 
Mr. Chris Rankin asked who was in charge of the County, the 

Board or the County Administrator, and why a letter was sent to 
Senators and Delegates by the County Administrator, not the 
Board.  Mr. Rankin states he attended a General Assembly session 
last week in support of SB409 and HB1038, where a 
representative of Green Ridge stated that the reduction in size of 
the Project was locally approved. 

 
Mrs. Betty Myers stated that both SB409 and HB1038 would 

be carried over until 2021, and the Cumberland County Landfill 
Alert group considered this a win.  Mr. Cecil Youngblood, a 
Powhatan County resident, asked the Board to look at, study and 
allow the citizens to help the Board understand how bad the Host 
Community Agreement is.  Mr. Tim Kennell, former Supervisor, 
welcomed the new Board members.  He asks the Board not to 
underestimate their power to protect the safety of the citizens. 

	
f. Board	Member	Comments	

 
N/A 
 

g. Additional	Information	
a) Treasurer’s Report 
b) DMV Report 
c) Monthly Building Inspections Report 
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d) 2019 Annual Building Inspections Report 
e) Approved Planning Commission meeting minutes – N/A 
f) Approved EDA meeting minutes – N/A 

 
h. Adjourn	–		

	
On a motion by Supervisor Saunders, seconded by 

Supervisor Brooks and carried unanimously, the Board adjourned 
the meeting until the Budget work session on February 19, 2020 
in the Board meeting Room: 

 
 
Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
	
	

				_______________________________________	
 Brian Stanley, Chairman 

 
 
____________________________________________ 
Don Unmussig, County Administrator 


