Stephany Johnson

From: Elizabeth Myers <bjmyers27@earthlink.net>
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 4:13 PM

To: Administration

Subject: Tax and Budget Comments

Elizabeth (Betty) Myers
577 Deep Run Road
District 1

The rumors initially concerning the budget and tax rate were that based on the increase in the property
assessments the tax rate might be decreased or the tax rate could remain the same and some capital
improvements (which are much needed) could be completed. But here we sit, due to a quick fix in the last
budget to cover a shortfall, faced with paying the higher tax rate on the increased assessment value just to
squeeze by. Then there are the COVID19 costs which were totally unexpected. The one concern | have with
the budget is the Land Use Tax. | don’t mind paying the higher rate but | do mind the burden not being shared
by all property owners in Cumberland County. If you look at the list for the reduced tax rate, many, if not
most, of them are corporations. It was suggested last year that some changes be made in the Land Use Tax
program to no avail. Perhaps it is time to look at the justification of this program and make some

changes. Increased the amount of acreage in the homestead from the current two acres to five acres,
eliminate one of the users entirely, or increase the amount of taxes this small group of owners are required to
pay. It is not fair to make the entire County suffer just to appease a handful of citizens and Corporations.

The second part of this budget that needs close review is the school budget. Some areas of review to consider
include the bus routes for next year. Is it necessary to stop at every driveway along a route when homes are
close together? Why are school buses running into the late afternoon or evening taking children home? If this
is because a child is participating in an after school activity or sport? If so, it then becomes the parents
responsibility to drive to the school to pick up the child. Who monitors the school budget — the School Board
or the Board of Supervisors?

It is time for a close review of ALL costs and sources of income for this county by the Board of
Supervisors. Sometimes it is the little changes that can make a material difference.

Thank you.



