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At an electronic meeting of the Cumberland County Board of 
Supervisors held at 7:00 p.m. on the 14th day of April 2020, at the Board 
Meeting Room, located at 1 Courthouse Circle, Cumberland, Virginia: 

 
 
Physically Present: Ron Tavernier, District 2 
    Eurika Tyree, District 3, Vice-Chairman 
    Robert Saunders, Jr., District 5 

Don Unmussig, County Administrator  
    Jennifer Crews, Finance Director 

 Brian Butler, County Attorney 
 Stephany S. Johnson, Deputy Clerk 

  
 Electronically Present: Brian Stanley, District 1, Chairman 
     Gene Brooks, District 4 
 

Absent:   None 
 
 Before calling the meeting to order, Chairman Brian Stanley read the 

following statement: 
 
“With the current COVID-19 pandemic disaster, this meeting is being 

held via electronic communication pursuant to the Emergency Ordinance 
adopted by the Board of Supervisors on April 8, 2020.  Said Ordinance can be 
found on the Board of Supervisors webpage on the County website under 
electronic meetings located at 
https://www.cumberlandcounty.virginia.gov/board-supervisors, as well as 
on Board’s meeting page for the April 8, 2020 meeting located at 
https://www.cumberlandcounty.virginia.gov/node/486.  With the 
uncertainty of the pandemic, we cannot be sure how long electronic meetings 
will be necessary. An audio recording is being made of this meeting.  Meeting 
notice was posted to the County website on April 8, 2020, which included the 
notice of opportunities for the public to access and participate in this 
electronic meeting. Public comments were to be submitted electronically to 
administration@cumberlandcounty.virginia.gov by 5:00 p.m. today.  Public 
comments received will be read aloud during the corresponding agenda item.  

Board members physical present are Supervisor Tavernier, Vice-
Chairman Tyree and Supervisor Saunders. The Board members participating 
by electronic communication are myself, Board Chairman, Brian Stanley and 
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Supervisor Brooks. All speakers should identify themselves when speaking.  
Supervisors who leave the meeting or arrive, must verbally note attendance. 
All votes will be by roll call and recorded in the minutes. We appreciate 
everyone’s patience during this process.  Do the Board members have any 
questions about this process?  Hearing none, we will Call this meeting to 
order.” 

 
 

1. Call	to	Order	
	

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2. Roll	Call	
	
Deputy Clerk, Stephany Johnson, called the roll. 
 

3. Welcome	and	Pledge	of	Allegiance	
	

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Chairman. 
 

4. Approval	of	Agenda	
	

On a motion by Supervisor Tyree and seconded by 
Supervisor Tavernier, the Board approved the agenda as 
amended: 

 
Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 
 

5. State	and	Local	Department/Agencies	
 

a. Cumberland Public Library 
 
 County Administrator, Don Unmussig, read aloud the 
update on activities at the Library submitted to the Board 
by Mrs. Lisa Davis, Library Director.   

b. Mr. Galen Creekmore, Central Virginia Electric Cooperative 
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County Administrator, Don Unmussig, read aloud the 

report submitted to the Board by Mr. Galen Creekmore, 
Representative of Central Virginia Electric Cooperative 
regarding the availability for fiber internet in Cumberland.  
 

6. Public	Hearing	Notices/Set	Public	Hearings	
	

a. Set public hearings for CA 20-02 Ordinance ensuring the 
Continuity of Government for April 28, 2020: 

 
County Attorney, Brian Butler, reminded the Board 

that when the Continuity of Government Ordinance was 
adopted on April 8, 2020, it was done so on an emergency 
basis, which limited its validity to sixty (60) days. In order 
to enact the Ordinance for longer, State Code requires the 
county follow the normal notice procedures for adopting an 
ordinance which includes a public hearing. 

 
On a motion by Supervisor Saunders, and seconded by 

Supervisor Tavernier, the Board set CA 2-02 Ordinance ensuring 
the Continuity of Government for public hearing on April 28, 
2020: 

 
Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
7. Public	Hearings	

 
a. VDOT Secondary Six Year Plan FYE21-FYE26 

 
The Chairman opened the public hearing.  With no 

comments received regarding this public hearing the 
Chairman then closed the public hearing.  
 

On a motion by Supervisor Brooks and seconded by 
Supervisor Saunders, the Board approved the VDOT 
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Secondary Six Year Plan (SSYP) for FYE21-FYE26 as 
presented: 
 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
Chairman Stanley reminded those in attendance that while the 

Board will be conducting the public hearings tonight, there will be no 
action taken at this meeting on neither the FYE21 budget, the 2020 tax 
rate, nor the FYE21-FYE25 CIP.  Action on these items will be taken after 
a second public hearing to be held on April 28, 2020.  The Chairman 
then turned the meeting over to Don Unmussig, County Administrator 
for his budget presentation.  Mr. Unmussig provided and discussed the 
proposed 2021 recommended budget with a PowerPoint slideshow that 
was shared electronically during the meeting for the public to view.  The 
presentation was also posted on the meeting page of the county website 
located at https://www.cumberlandcounty.virginia.gov/node/441.   
After the presentation, Mr. Unmussig turned the meeting back over to 
the Chairman. 

 
b. Proposed 2020 Tax Rate 

 
The Chairman opened the public hearing.  With no 

comments received regarding this public hearing the 
Chairman then closed the public hearing.  
 

c. Proposed FY2020-FY2021 Budget 
 

The Chairman opened the public hearing.  With no 
comments received regarding this public hearing the 
Chairman then closed the public hearing.  
 

d. Proposed Capital Improvements Program for FYE21-FYE25  
 

The Chairman opened the public hearing.  With no 
comments received regarding this public hearing the 
Chairman then closed the public hearing.  
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8. County	Attorney/County	Administrator	Report	
	
a. Consent Agenda 

1) Approval of Bills for March 2020 and April 2020.  
Approved bills for April 14, 2020 total $ 151,460.05.  
Ratified bills for March 11, 2020 through April 13, 
2020 of warrants total $324,064.96 and Direct 
Deposits total $161,394.24, all with check numbers 
ranging from 81869-82148.   

2) Approval of Minutes – March 5, 2020, March 10, 2020 
and March 16, 2020  

 
On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier and 

seconded by Supervisor Saunders, the Board 
approved the consent agenda as presented: 
 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 
 

b. Appointments to the South-Central Workforce Development 
Board 
 

On a motion by Supervisors Tavernier and seconded 
my Supervisor Saunders, the Board tabled action on this 
item until the next regular meeting of the Board to be held 
on May 12, 2020. 

 
c. Appointments needed for the Commonwealth Regional 

Council 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Tyree and seconded by 
Supervisor Saunders, the Board appointed Supervisor Brian 
Stanley as representative of Cumberland County on the 
Commonwealth Regional Council, and Don Unmussig as his 
alternate: 
 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
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  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
9. Finance	Director’s	Report	

 
a. Monthly budget Report 

 
There was no discussion regarding this item. 
 

b. Request for appropriation of grant funds for CCPS - 
$99,800.00: 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Tyree, and seconded by 
Supervisor Saunders, the Board approved the appropriation 
of $99,800 for the Cumberland County Public Schools: 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
c. Request for appropriation for the Circuit Court Clerk’s office 

- $2,239.34: 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier, and seconded 
by Supervisor Saunders, the Board approved the 
appropriation of $2,239.34 for the Circuit Court Clerk’s 
Office: 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
d. Request for appropriation for the Circuit Court Clerk’s office 

- $370.40: 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Saunders, and seconded by 
Supervisor Tyree, the Board approved the appropriation of 
$370.40 for the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office: 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
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e. Request for appropriation - $201.54 Sale of Animal Friendly 
plates: 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier, and seconded 
by Supervisor Saunders, the Board approved the 
appropriation of $201.54 for the sale of animal friendly 
plates: 

 
Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 
 

f. Refund for overpayment of taxes - $4,560.93 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Tyree and seconded by 
Supervisor Saunders, the Board approved a refund for 
overpayment of taxes in the amount of $ 4,560.93: 
 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
g. Refund on BB&T Bank Franchise Taxes 

 
On a motion by Supervisor Saunders and seconded by 

Supervisor Tavernier, the Board approved a refund of 
Franchise taxes to BB&T in the amount of $6,999.00: 
 

Vote:  Mr. Stanley – aye   Mr. Tavernier – aye 
  Mrs. Tyree – aye    Mr. Brooks – aye 
  Mr. Saunders – aye 

 
10. Planning	Director’s	Report	

 
a. Planning Project Update 

 
 There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 
11. County	Attorney’s	Report	
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County Attorney, Brian Butler, summarized the following 

for the record for holding this meeting electronically: 
 
“During a disaster, the Code of Virginia requires and allows 

governing bodies, localities and other public entities to conduct 
their meetings in manners which are consistent with providing 
continuity of government in a safe and healthy manner, and for 
the public safety, health and welfare of the governing body and all 
attendees, interested parties consistent with open government.  
The virus, which is a communicable disease of public health 
threat, makes it impractical and unsafe, even life threatening, for a 
quorum of the governing body to assemble in one location.  The 
virus also makes it impractical and unsafe, as well as life-
threatening for the public and the localities’ staff to gather in the 
same location to participate in this meeting. Pursuant to the 
declaration of the federal government, state government and this 
locality, a disaster exists, which allows us to provide for continuity 
of government for a period not exceeding six months pursuant to 
Virginia Code § 15.2-1413.  Appropriate declarations of 
emergency have been made on all levels pursuant to Virginia Code 
§ 44-146.21 paragraph C.” 

 
12. Old	Business	

 
N/A 
 

13. New	Business	
	

N/A 
 

14. Public	Comments	
	

There was one public comment received by the 5:00 p.m. 
deadline as advertised.  This public comment was posted to the 
meeting webpage at 
https://www.cumberlandcounty.virginia.gov/node/441.  
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15. Board	Member	Comments	
 

None. 
 

16. Additional	Information	
a) Treasurer’s Report 
b) DMV Report 
c) Monthly Building Inspections Report – March 2020 
d) Approved Planning Commission meeting minutes – N/A 
e) Approved EDA meeting minutes – N/A 

 
17. Adjourn	–		

	
On a motion by Supervisor Tavernier and seconded by 

Supervisor Tyree, the Board adjourned the meeting until the 
electronic meeting and budget public hearing to be held at 7:00 
p.m. on April 28, 2020 in the Board meeting room located at 1 
Courthouse Circle, Cumberland, Virginia.   

	
				_______________________________________	
 Brian Stanley, Chairman 

 
 
____________________________________________ 
Don Unmussig, County Administrator 


