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Cumberland County Board of Supervisors;

Thank you for the opportunity to make comments before you this evening.

A week ago today, June 2, 2020, there was a News Release from Governor Notham’s office about
Braven Environmental to bring jobs to Cumberland County.  This announcement was from the
Governor’s office and not the Cumberland County Board of Supervisors nor the Economic
Development Authority (EDA) to the citizens.  Therefore, this appears to be a State decision and not
a local (Cumberland County) decision.  Yet, State officials state they do not get involved in local
decisions regarding what businesses are approved by a locality.  These types of actions are very
confusing as to who does make the decisions. 

I, for one, as a citizen of Cumberland County have concerns about this business coming to the area. 
The closeness to the schools, traffic, safety of our environment to include air and water quality are
just a few of the concerns.  I pray that these concerns where addressed and adequately covered
before the decision to approve this business was done.  I hope the due diligence on the part of the
EDA and Cumberland County Board of Supervisors included a thorough investigations to the
particulars of the company and their backgrounds and the financial status of the company.  It is
documented the company was started in 2010 and has already gone through one name change.

The Governor’s News Release is nothing more than a sales pitch.  There are so many unknowns that
are not addressed in this release.  It is unknown what Cumberland County gave up to Braven
Environmental for them to select this location over areas in North and South Carolina.  It is unknown
the projected value to Cumberland County, especially to the tax base.  It is unknown if this project
will go so far and then be abandoned as was Ag Renewable a few years back due to inadequate
capital.  These are all concerns to me, and they should be to the citizens of Cumberland County.

One of the items listed in the Cumberland County Board of Supervisors 2020 Goal/Priorities is
“Attract selected business/industrial development to create jobs and build a tax base.”  Seems the
only type of business the EDA and Board of Supervisors are concerned with attracting are ones that
have the potential of having adverse effects of our environment and rural way of life.  There are
many opportunities for Cumberland County to expand its tax base and not hurt the environment to
include tourist attractions, hotels, and other businesses.  Cumberland County has a lot of potential
and it is time to start looking outside the box at the possibilities!!!

 

Elizabeth (Betty) Myers

577 Deep Run Road

District 1
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